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MEMORANDUM  
          December 30, 2016 
Dear FIU family,  
 
This holiday season gives us a brief moment upon which to reflect, appreciate and 
celebrate all our many blessings and of course to plan for the challenges and 
opportunities that lie ahead.      
 
Joyous! That is the only way to describe our recent nine graduations. I personally draw 
strength from the unfettered happiness in our convocation center as families, loved ones 
and giddy soon -to-be-graduates experience the catharsis of this milestone achievement. 
 
The gatherings offer the opportunity to send messages through the familiar array of 
graduation speeches and recognitions.   
 

 
Al Dotson (center) with, l-r, Faculty Senate Chair and Trustee Kathleen Wilson, Provost and Executive Vice 

President Kenneth G. Furton, President Mark B. Rosenberg and Trustee Jorge Arrizurieta 

 

We recognized FIU volunteer and adviser Al Dotson, who is a chairman emeritus of the 
Board of Trustees, and a former long-time member of our FIU Foundation. Al began his 
service to FIU in 1983. There is perhaps no living community supporter who has stood 
with our institution for as long as Al. In recognition for his years of service and advice 
to our university, and his long -standing support and encouragement for our 
institutionõs growth and development, we established the Albert E. Dotson Sr. Blue and 
Gold Medallion and honored Al as the first awardee at our Sunday, Dec. 11 
commencement. Al will forever be appreciated for coining òFIUó as the òFinest 
Institution in the Universe.ó  
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But Al is fond of reminding us of our obliga tions to build a better world and often 
quotes an anonymous verse that bears on this letterõs theme as we close the books on 
2016 and inch into 2017:  
   

A Stumbling Block or a Stepping Stone 
 

Isn't it strange that Princes and Kings 
And clowns who caper in stardust rings, 

And common people like you and me 
Are builders for eternity? 

 
Each is given a set of tools, 

A shapeless mass, and a book of rules, 
And each must make, ere life has flown, 
A stumbling block or a stepping stone. 

  
  
A stumbling block or a stepping stone.     
 
Despite the many challenges out there: Newer and more heinous levels of violence 
locally and globally. A rising tide of anger and rejection. Frustration with stagnation in 
earnings and mobility. Growing uncertainty over the value of in stitutions and programs 
that previously served as anchors for civil society. The emergence of public displays of 
extremism that somehow now seem to be tolerable. An era that is dawning as post-
factual and post-truth in tone and reality. It seems as if we spent much of 2016 weaving 
in and out of these new realities. Expect a new normal for sure in 2017.     
  
In this context, how can we recommit to the good life that we strive for? What can we 
do to help make things better? How can we indeed be a stepping stone rather than a 
stumbling block? 
  
As we close this year, the narrative in this letter should give you hope and optimism for 
this coming year. What you will see in the pages ahead will give you added energy, zest 
and hope for what lies ahead. Our best days really do lie ahead at FIU largely because 
of the strength of purpose, mission and character of those who work at FIU and those 
who are associated with our great institution, such as Al Dotson . 
Below we provide brief narratives on the many stepping stones that our university is 
putting in place to ensure forward momentum and solutions orientations that will help 
make our community and our world better places for all.  
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The Most Joyous Celebration  
 

 
Relive the highlights of our Fall 2016 commencement 

 
There is no better place to start than with one of our happiest celebrationsé 
commencement. Earlier this month, more than 4,900 FIU students graduated in nine 

ceremonies! 
  
When our students cross the stage ñ sometimes nervous, other times bursting with 
excitement ñ itõs such a special moment for them, their families, friends and loved 
ones. And for our entire community! It really is the greates t gift!  
  
Relive the special moments of our recent commencement with this special video . 
 

Worlds Ahead Graduates  

  
One of our commencement traditions is sharing the stories of standout students who 
are recognized as Worlds Ahead Graduates . The more you learn about how 
determined our students are to succeed, the more you can appreciate how much of a 
stepping stone we really are.     
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://news.fiu.edu/2016/12/fiu-graduates-overcome-odds-uplift-our-community/107076
http://news.fiu.edu/2016/12/fiu-graduates-overcome-odds-uplift-our-community/107076
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.youtube.com_watch-3Fv-3DF0ab64zb-2D3w&d=AwMFaQ&c=1QsCMERiq7JOmEnKpsSyjg&r=cqYlDKiDpcBR53MoabkQKQ&m=a6z6B_cWYWmfHw8xoo_FbxycSXmfWkGZVN_c1YxWo5g&s=luIR9Us8quVj2PJDHg8ApoNxChVw6xIDdmlxLPsVlMc&e=
https://commencement.fiu.edu/services-view/worlds-ahead-graduates/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F0ab64zb-3w
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Here is Tiffany Gomez:    
 

 
 
Tiffany, and her twin sister Eileen, are owners of Vitoõs Bakery in Virginia Gardens. The 
twins lost their mother at four years old and were raised by their single father, Vito.  
  
When he was diagnosed with a terminal illness and passed away, the college students 
became bakers and business owners. Balancing school and the business was a challenge, 
but Tiffany was determined to never give up or forget her promise to her father.  
  
She graduated with her bachelorõs degree in psychology. Eileen, who graduated from 
FIU in 2013 but couldnõt attend the ceremony because her father was too ill at the time, 
also walked alongside her sister. 
  
This is what FIU is all about. We help our students  achieve their dreams! 
  
But there are other powerful stories to read about our December 2016 graduates, 
including Joseph Sanchez who underwent 18 operations before he could graduate and 
Mariela Quan who took 20 years to walk across the stage. Find these uplifting stories 
from our December commencement season here. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fall 2016 Worlds Ahead Graduate Tiffany Gomez and her twin sister Eileen 

https://commencement.fiu.edu/services-view/worlds-ahead-graduates/
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FIU alumni recognized with new leadership roles  
 

 
(l-r), Flores, Nuñez, Monestime, Bovo, Edmonson 

 

Two FIU graduates, Senator Anitere Flores ô97 and Representative Jeanette Nunez õ94 
MPA ô98, were recently named to senior leadership roles in the Florida Senate and 
House of Representatives. 
  
Flores, who also previously worked at FIU for Governmental Rel ations and External 
Relations, was named as the Florida Senateõs President Pro Tempore for 2017-18 by 
Florida Senate President Joe Negron, making her the most influential member of the 
chamber under the senate president. Representative Jeanette Nunez has also been 
named as House Speaker Pro Tempore for Speaker Richard Corcoran, making her the 
first Hispanic woman to reach this post. This is the first time that FIU graduates have 
simultaneously reached senior leadership positions in both legislative bodies. Both are 
veterans of state legislative politics and both are actively involved in FIU alumni affairs!  
  
But there is more good news in the political arena. FIU graduate Jean Monestime ô95 is 
completing his two -year run as chair of the Miami -Dade County Commission. He is the 
first FIU graduate to rise through the ranks to assume leadership of the commission. He 
is being succeeded by another FIU graduate, Steve Bovo ô87, who was one of my 
students back in the day, in the Department of Political Science. And his vice chair isé 
another FIU graduate! Audrey Edmonson ô94! She studied psychology while at FIU and 
hails from District 3.   
  
We are a stepping stone for those who seek to make a difference as public servants! 

 
Preeminent and Emerging Preeminent Programs  
 
In this era of state performance metrics , funding for our FIU and other state 
universities is linked to how well we do fostering timely student graduation ñfour 
yearsñand in preparing our students and helping them find good, high paying jobs.  
 
These state performance metrics drive our university goals, as outlined in the 
FIUBeyondPossible2020 strategic plan . In the strategic plan, one of our goals is the 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.flbog.edu_about_budget_performance-5Ffunding.php&d=AwMFaQ&c=1QsCMERiq7JOmEnKpsSyjg&r=cqYlDKiDpcBR53MoabkQKQ&m=a6z6B_cWYWmfHw8xoo_FbxycSXmfWkGZVN_c1YxWo5g&s=7NFUqKQoLxXStjFLX9TBgfF9fNEP-J9cOCjQ0XSfyLY&e=
http://stratplan.fiu.edu/docs/Strategic%20Plan.pdf
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identification of  preeminent programs. FIUõs outstanding programs are a testament to 
our ability to foster student success and high-impact faculty research.    
  
After a rigorous and thoughtful peer -review process, weõve selected the first group of 
preeminent  and emerging preeminent  programs. These programs vary in 
concentration and discipline, but share a common goal: to use the blessing of our 
student and faculty talent to address some of societyõs most pressing issues. 
 

 
FIUõs preeminent programs demonstrate extraordinary success in providing unique learning opportunities, 

pioneering research and engagement 

 
Why are these programs essential to our success? 
  
They drive research, creativity, innovation and education. They help us better serve our 
community, our state, nation and the world.  
  
They are stepping stones that help lift the prestige of our entire university,  as we 
continue to focus on student success and research preeminence, making us a stronger 
FIU! 
  
I look forward to sharing more updates about these programs in the future!  

 
 

https://beyondpossible.fiu.edu/preeminent-programs/
https://beyondpossible.fiu.edu/emerging-preeminent-programs/index.html
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Research and Patents  
 
Culture of innovation  
 
From a new method to fight HIV to a tool that provides early intervention for 

glaucoma ñ our faculty are always pushing the boundaries of innovation and 
technology. Many have even produced groundbreaking projects that have received U.S. 
patents! 
  
Patents can change lives and play a central role in our research efforts as well as in the 
economic development of our region. They are stepping stones to a better, more 
innovative future.  
  
Since FIUõs founding, weõve received 46 patents! 
  
One of our strategic plan goals is to receive more than 30 patents per year by 2020. We 
are within reach of this target. This year, FIU earned 16 patents ñ the most weõve ever 
been given in a single year. Patent applications have also reached a record number. 
  
Weõre expected to earn even more next year! 
 
I am happy to tell you that we have consequential momentum in the development of a 
significant number of patents. At this pace, FIU is on track to make the list o f top 100 
universities in the world for granted U.S. utility patents in the next few years.  
  
Provost Furton, Professor Ram Iyengar receive national recognition    
 
As evidence of this momentum look no further than our own provost. The 2016 
National Academy of Inventors  Fellows Selection Committee has named Provost and 

Executive Vice President Kenneth G. Furton  an NAI Fellow. This is a well -deserved 
honor. He is leading our growing innovation enterprise at FIU!  
  
Since becoming provost in 2014, Provost Furton has led the charge in providing a fertile 
environment for FIUõs inventors to thrive and prosper. Under his leadership, issued 
patents have increased from two in 2013 to 16 in 2016, invention disclosures have risen 
by over 100 percent in the last three fiscal years, and most recently his efforts catalyzed 
the creation of StartUP FIU . 
 
Provost Furton is also a professor of chemistry and biochemistry in the College of Arts, 

Sciences & Education  and founder and director emeritus of the International Forensic 

Research Institute . 

 

http://news.fiu.edu/2016/12/new-device-could-save-glaucoma-patients-eyesight/106748
http://news.fiu.edu/2016/12/new-device-could-save-glaucoma-patients-eyesight/106748
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.academyofinventors.com_-3Futm-5Fsource-3DCommunity-2BNewspapers-2BMedia-2BList-26utm-5Fcampaign-3D8f1a6756b7-2DEMAIL-5FCAMPAIGN-5F2016-5F12-5F12-26utm-5Fmedium-3Demail-26utm-5Fterm-3D0-5F91720458d0-2D8f1a6756b7-2D&d=AwMFaQ&c=1QsCMERiq7JOmEnKpsSyjg&r=ZcYfztiVi0Xg0dg8gLgbOg&m=8Z01XG0PLSYEJtUuqD7CU9snltRoI1ldIc2Catd99kQ&s=ImeDPeTwwIHiZ_F2Q7mDL1rP0ZfCKlqttJuT7SYoOvQ&e=
http://academic.fiu.edu/provost_about.html
http://academic.fiu.edu/provost_about.html
http://startup.fiu.edu/
http://cas.fiu.edu/
http://cas.fiu.edu/
http://ifri.fiu.edu/
http://ifri.fiu.edu/
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We are also thrilled to inform you that Ram Iyengar , director of the School of 

Computing &  Information Sciences  in the College of Engineering &  Computing , has 
just been elected to the 2017 Class of the College of Fellows of the American Institute for 
Biological and Medical Engineering (AIMBE). He was selected following the most 
rigorous and selective review process in AIMBEõs history. Only two percent of 
researchers conducting biomedical/bioengineering research worldwide ha ve been 
inducted so far. Only fellows can nominate a candidate. Dr. Iyengarõs election makes 
him the third AIMBE Fellow at FIU, the other two being Dr. Anthony McGoron  and 
Dr. Ranu Jung .   
 
FIU researchers at forefront of largest long -term study on brain development in the 
nation  
 

 
FIU researchers are participating in the largest long-term study on brain development 

 

Thereõs still so much that we donõt know about the development of the human brain.   
 
And FIU is helping unravel this mystery. A team of researchers from FIUõs College of 

Arts, Sciences & Education  and the Robert Stempel College of Public Health & Social 

Work  are participating in the largest long -term study on adolescent brain 

development in the country ! 
  
 
The National Institutes of Health õs study, called the Adolescent Brain Cognitive 

Development  or ABCD, will follow 10,000 children beginning at ages 9 -10 through 
adolescence and into early adulthood. 
 

https://www.cis.fiu.edu/faculty-staff/iyengar-s-s/
https://www.cis.fiu.edu/
https://www.cis.fiu.edu/
https://cec.fiu.edu/
https://bme.fiu.edu/faculty-staff/anthony-mcgoron/
https://bme.fiu.edu/faculty-staff/ranu-jung/
http://cas.fiu.edu/
http://cas.fiu.edu/
http://stempel.fiu.edu/
http://stempel.fiu.edu/
http://news.fiu.edu/2016/09/researchers-embark-on-national-landmark-study-of-adolescent-brain-development/103974
http://news.fiu.edu/2016/09/researchers-embark-on-national-landmark-study-of-adolescent-brain-development/103974
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.nih.gov_&d=AwMFaQ&c=1QsCMERiq7JOmEnKpsSyjg&r=cqYlDKiDpcBR53MoabkQKQ&m=a6z6B_cWYWmfHw8xoo_FbxycSXmfWkGZVN_c1YxWo5g&s=XuskIMMekyvpHDw_rZBh5dbDdJKEMVLQdbKAhqxXWCU&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.abcdstudy.org_about.html&d=AwMFaQ&c=1QsCMERiq7JOmEnKpsSyjg&r=cqYlDKiDpcBR53MoabkQKQ&m=a6z6B_cWYWmfHw8xoo_FbxycSXmfWkGZVN_c1YxWo5g&s=P9IUsGeXZMIBoznRXmdC7uY6s0nY1Ecgyb3PoIkT-m4&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.abcdstudy.org_about.html&d=AwMFaQ&c=1QsCMERiq7JOmEnKpsSyjg&r=cqYlDKiDpcBR53MoabkQKQ&m=a6z6B_cWYWmfHw8xoo_FbxycSXmfWkGZVN_c1YxWo5g&s=P9IUsGeXZMIBoznRXmdC7uY6s0nY1Ecgyb3PoIkT-m4&e=
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Psychologist Anthony Dick, physicist Angie Laird, psychologist Raul Gonzalez, public health expert Eric Wagner 
and neuroscientist Matthew Sutherland are part of a 14-member team contributing to the ABCD research study 

 

Recruitment is currently underway and will continue over a two -year period through 
partnerships with public and private schools near research sites across the country. The 
NIH has identified a specific list of schools for participant enrollment in South Florida 
to include hundreds  of youth from diverse ethnic, cultural and socioeconomic 
backgrounds in Miami -Dade County and surrounding areas.  
  
Leading the recruitment efforts for FIU is Raul Gonzalez , associate professor of 
psychology, psychiatry and immunology, and researcher at FIUõs Center for Children 

and Families . 
  
During the next decade, the team will use brain imaging, interviews and behavioral 
testing to determine how childhood experiences and a childõs changing biology affect 
brain development.   
  
Studying the effects and consequences of brain injury  
  
Our brain research doesnõt end thereé 
Tomás Guilarte , dean of FIUõs Robert Stempel College of Public Health & Social 

Work , is a co-author of a study that confirms that repeated injury to the brain triggers a 
chain reaction that ends in lasting injury.  
 
The study revealed swelling of the brain ñ which plays a critical role in diseases such 
as Parkinson's and Alzheimer's ñ is present at a much younger age than previously 
thought in athletes who experience repetitive, mild traumatic brain inj ury.  
  
The study compared brain images of active and recently retired NFL football players, 

https://psychology.fiu.edu/faculty/raul-gonzalez/
http://ccf.fiu.edu/
http://ccf.fiu.edu/
http://stempel.fiu.edu/faculty-and-staff/people/guilarte.html
http://stempel.fiu.edu/
http://stempel.fiu.edu/
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between the ages of 23 to 39, to a control group of non-athletes of similar ages. It 
revealed that swelling existed in the NFL playersõ brains ñ even though they had not 
yet experienced any effects or brain volume loss. 
  
With more children playing football, soccer and other sports, Dr. Guilarteõs work has 
urgency. This is the type of research that has the power to help us understand 
environmental effects on the brain, but also contribute to future strategies for detection 
and early intervention.  
  
Dr. Guilarte also leads the emerging preeminent  Brain, Behavior and Environment 
Program.  
 
Harnessing hurricane winds  
 

Hurricanes pack a lot of power. How can we use their energy to our advantage? 
  
This is the question behind the groundbreaking work of FIU researchers Arindam 

Chowdhury  and Andres Tremante  from our College of Engineering & Computin g. 
Dr. Chowdhury is also a part of the Extreme Events Institute , one of our preeminent 

programs . 
  
They have developed a system of screw-like turbines that can be mounted to roofs to 
reduce the effects of the powerful winds, while at the same time harnessing the energy 
into electricity! This technology could possibly generate enough electricity to power 
small appliances and lights for days durin g blackouts following a bad storm . 

 
Grants and Rankings: Expanding our Impact  

 

U.S. Department of Transportation recognizes FIU efforts to build safer bridges  
 

 
The Tappan Zee Bridge in New York was the first bridge built with a guide developed by Atorod Azizinamini, 

director of FIUõs Accelerated Bridge Construction University Transportation Center 

https://beyondpossible.fiu.edu/emerging-preeminent-programs/index.html
https://wow.fiu.edu/about/technical-team/arindam-gan-chowdhury/
https://wow.fiu.edu/about/technical-team/arindam-gan-chowdhury/
https://mme.fiu.edu/faculty/andres-tremante/
https://cec.fiu.edu/
http://eei.fiu.edu/
https://beyondpossible.fiu.edu/preeminent-programs/index.html
https://beyondpossible.fiu.edu/preeminent-programs/index.html
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Many bridges in our country need to be repaired or replaced. Every day, people 
commute over our nationõs bridges, unaware of the possible danger. 
  
But there is good news: FIU will receive $1.5 million per year, for five years, for its 
Accelerated Bridge Construction University Transportation Center (ABC -UTC) . A 
combined match from the state and private sector will bring the award to more than $10 
million. This is the second grant awarded to FIUõs ABC-UTC , which was first funded 
by the USDOT in 2013. 
  
Atorod Azizinamini , one of the worldõs leading bridge engineers, is director of FIUõs 
ABC-UTC from our College of Engineering & Computing . He has been recognized by 
the White House and the Department of Transportation as a Transportation 
Champion of Change . As the only organization in the country focused on accelerated 
bridge construction research, weõre excited that FIU is once again at the forefront of 
research that will positively impact one of our nationõs major transportation issues and 
the future of transportation.  
 
FIUõs Bridge Engineering Program is one of our newly designated preeminent 

programs . 
 
National Science Foundation grants  
 
The National Science Foundation (NSF)  recently awarded FIU two grants that will 
allow us to continue to be a leader in STEM ñ Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics ñ education and research. 
  
The first award is for $1 million in student scholarships. It will help remove financial 
barriers to student success and increase the number of graduates in computer and 
information technology.  
  
Mark Weiss , associate director for academic affairs at the School of Computing & 

Information Sciences  in the College of Engineering & Computing , is the principal 
investigator of the grant. The co-principal investigator is  Zahra Hazari  of the STEM 

Transformation Institute  and Department of Teaching and Learning . 
  
Traditionally, STEM degrees usually take longer to finish than other majors. In some 
cases, students run out of financial aid before they are able to graduate. 
  
With this grant, our students will be able to pursue their dreams, finish their degrees 
and be well positioned to take good jobs in high -demand fields.  

https://abc-utc.fiu.edu/?utm_source=FIU+Internals&utm_campaign=f23f5459e0-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2016_12_02&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_67f0883784-f23f5459e0-
http://news.fiu.edu/2013/10/fiu-to-develop-technology-to-fix-and-build-bridges-fast/68180
https://cee.fiu.edu/faculty-staff/faculty/atorod-azizinamini/
https://cec.fiu.edu/
https://news.fiu.edu/2015/10/white-house-honors-fiu-bridge-expert-atorod-azizinamini-as-champion-of-change/93007
https://news.fiu.edu/2015/10/white-house-honors-fiu-bridge-expert-atorod-azizinamini-as-champion-of-change/93007
https://news.fiu.edu/2015/10/white-house-honors-fiu-bridge-expert-atorod-azizinamini-as-champion-of-change/93007
https://beyondpossible.fiu.edu/preeminent-programs/
https://beyondpossible.fiu.edu/preeminent-programs/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.nsf.gov_&d=AwMFaQ&c=1QsCMERiq7JOmEnKpsSyjg&r=cqYlDKiDpcBR53MoabkQKQ&m=a6z6B_cWYWmfHw8xoo_FbxycSXmfWkGZVN_c1YxWo5g&s=6oT7S8Dj1Nw7_jgJKd8LDR77GSBvalCACFSn8Ru_j4U&e=
https://www.cis.fiu.edu/faculty-staff/weiss-mark-allen/
https://www.cis.fiu.edu/
https://www.cis.fiu.edu/
https://cec.fiu.edu/
http://perg.fiu.edu/people/faculty/zahra-hazari/
https://stem.fiu.edu/
https://stem.fiu.edu/
http://education.fiu.edu/dept_tl.html
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Angie Laird reviews brain scans with students from her Neuroinformatics and Brain Connectivity Lab 

 

FIU also received a $3.2 million National Science Foundation ADVANCE  Institutional 
Transformation Grant to allow us to develop strategies to create a more diverse faculty 
at FIU. Our diversity is our strength!  
  
 
Under the umbrella of FIU ADVANCE, the university will address this goal as part of a 
multipronged approach to increase the universityõs rate of hiring women and minority 
professors in STEM, as well as in the social and behavioral sciences. The principal 
investigator of the grant is Provost Furton  and the co-principal investigator is 
Suzanna Rose, associate provost of the Office to Advance Women, Equity & Diversity.  
 
Preeminence program rises in NSF rankings  
  
FIUõs department of Civil & Environmental Engineering  in our College of 

Engineering & Computing  earned top placement in the National Science Foundationõs 
Higher Education Research and Development Survey  rankings for 2015. 
 
In total research expenditures, it moved from No. 25 in 2014 to No. 13 in 2015. With the 
new ABC-UTC grant, we hope that our ranking will continue to rise.  
  
In federal research expenditures, Civil & Environmental Engineeringõs ranking moved 
from No. 16 in 2014 to No. 7 in 2015. 
  
Civil & Environmental Engineering is associated with two pre eminent programs ñ the 
Extreme Events Institute  and the Bridge Engineering Program . These rankings are a 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.nsf.gov_funding_pgm-5Fsumm.jsp-3Fpims-5Fid-3D5383&d=AwMFaQ&c=1QsCMERiq7JOmEnKpsSyjg&r=cqYlDKiDpcBR53MoabkQKQ&m=a6z6B_cWYWmfHw8xoo_FbxycSXmfWkGZVN_c1YxWo5g&s=QyD3xJNcaYNSqxNpqDKpdJUJK_KF8dJvgNzJge3bIfw&e=
http://academic.fiu.edu/provost_about.html
http://womenstudies.fiu.edu/people/core-faculty-1/suzanna-rose/
https://cee.fiu.edu/
https://cec.fiu.edu/
https://cec.fiu.edu/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.nsf.gov_statistics_srvyherd_&d=AwMFaQ&c=1QsCMERiq7JOmEnKpsSyjg&r=cqYlDKiDpcBR53MoabkQKQ&m=a6z6B_cWYWmfHw8xoo_FbxycSXmfWkGZVN_c1YxWo5g&s=Zm5ovnkIrb6qqINiPn_cyaTIQM263tQe4ZJXL3LcVUA&e=
http://eei.fiu.edu/
https://abc-utc.fiu.edu/
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strong indication that our preeminent programs are critical to helping us accomplish 
our strategic plan goals and take FIU to the top! 
 

Student Success  
 
Worlds Ahead internships  
 

 
Clockwise from top left Maytal Maor, David Vallejo, Annette Dominguez and Alexis Smoot  

 

From Google to the U.S. government, our students have landed Worlds Ahead 
internships that are stepping stones on the path to success:  
¶ Nap pods, snacks and coffee 24/7? This summer, Maytal Maor landed an 

internship at Google  and all of this became a reality. Plus, she now has a clear 
career path when she graduates! 

¶ David Vallejo interned for Raytheon Missile Systems  in Arizona where he put 
the skills he learned at FIU to the test. He impressed his team and was offered a 
full -tim e job with the company!  

¶ Alexis Smoot worked for the Office of Environmental Management  in the 
Department of Energy in Washington, D.C.! She got the chance to learn more 
about her field while also connecting with local alumni and the staff at FIU in 

DC . 
¶ Annette Dom inguez interned at  blueEnergy  ñ an international organization 

dedicated to sustainable solutions to complex challenges in Bluefields, Nicaragua 
ñ and helped local residents become energy independent!  

 
To keep up with where our students are interning, plea se click here. 
 

http://news.fiu.edu/2016/10/my-internship-at-google/105672
http://news.fiu.edu/2016/10/my-internship-at-google/105672
http://news.fiu.edu/2016/11/my-internship-working-on-missile-systems/106186
http://news.fiu.edu/2016/10/my-internship-at-the-department-of-energy/104658
https://washingtondc.fiu.edu/
https://washingtondc.fiu.edu/
http://news.fiu.edu/2016/11/my-internship-bringing-sustainable-solutions-to-nicaragua/106434
http://news.fiu.edu/?s=internship
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Florida Truman Scholarship  
 
Wendy Ruiz is the only student in Florida to receive the 2016 Truman Scholarship .  

 
A first -generation political science major, Wendy is still giving back. She dedicates her 
time to working with a non -profit organization, WeCount.  
  
It is this commitment to helping others, and her outstanding work in the classroom, that 
earned her the prestigious Truman Scholarship. The Student Support Services 

Program provided the assistance Wendy needed to succeed when she transferred to 
FIU from  Miami Dade College.  
  
Wendy dreams of changing the educational system and helping to make it easier for 
first -generation students, like herself, to get a degree! To read more of her story, please 
click here. 
 
FIU in DC helping students propel their careers  
 

 
Recently, 20 FIU student leaders attended FIU in DCõs first Career Success Fly-In 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.truman.gov_whats-2Dnew_2016-2Dtruman-2Dscholars&d=AwMFaQ&c=1QsCMERiq7JOmEnKpsSyjg&r=cqYlDKiDpcBR53MoabkQKQ&m=a6z6B_cWYWmfHw8xoo_FbxycSXmfWkGZVN_c1YxWo5g&s=qOlT3dLbhdBhbrI_yTV7M2gJBrzGy66DuMZzSKYd6dA&e=
http://studentaffairs.fiu.edu/academic-success/student-support-services/index.php
http://studentaffairs.fiu.edu/academic-success/student-support-services/index.php
http://news.fiu.edu/2016/11/fiu-truman-scholar-recipient-aspires-to-pay-it-forward/106177
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Since opening its doors, FIU in DC  has worked to propel the careers of our student 
leaders. This year, nearly 80 students have traveled to the nationõs capital for an 
internship. Others have found a home away from home at FIU in DC, find ing support 
from our D.C. -based career success team.  
  
Recently, 20 FIU student leaders hopped on a plane to attend the first Career Success 

Fly-In , a two-day visit focused on developing relevant career skills and connecting 
them to D.C. alumni and employers. FIU in DC arranged interviews and meetings with 
employers including the FBI, the Defense Department and CIA, as well as media 
organizations like Fox News and private companies like DELL, Inc.  
  
Earlier this month, FIU in DC  and the department of Civil & Environmental 

Engineering  launched the first two executive education courses for engineers and 

transportation professionals  from across the country to learn from our preeminent 
faculty. Additional courses from our Steven J. Green School of International and 

Public Affairs  are currently being planned.  
 
Connecting veterans to careers 
 

 
Keynote speaker Lt.  Colonel Justin Constantine , United States Marine Corp (ret.), and Valeria Perez Ferreiro, 
Citiõs Vice President and Program Manager for Citi Community Development in South Florida, spoke to more than 

100 veterans and supporters who attended the first Annual Veterans Day Celebration Breakfast at FIU  on 
Nov. 9 

 
Freedom is not free. Itõs upheld by those who understand the urgency and importance 
of defending it.  
  
Our veterans know this better than anyone. They have done so much for our country. 
What can we do to thank them for their bravery and service? Weõre always looking to 
answer this question. 
  
Through a collaboration with Citi Salutes  ñ Citigroupõs firm-wide initiative to support 
the veteransõ community ñ weõve created a new program for veterans . 
  

https://washingtondc.fiu.edu/
http://news.fiu.edu/2016/11/students-develop-career-skills-in-washington-d-c/106603
http://news.fiu.edu/2016/11/students-develop-career-skills-in-washington-d-c/106603
https://washingtondc.fiu.edu/
https://cee.fiu.edu/
https://cee.fiu.edu/
http://news.fiu.edu/2016/12/fiu-offers-bridge-high-rise-design-classes-for-professionals/106843
http://news.fiu.edu/2016/12/fiu-offers-bridge-high-rise-design-classes-for-professionals/106843
https://sipa.fiu.edu/
https://sipa.fiu.edu/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.justinconstantine.com_about_&d=AwMFaQ&c=1QsCMERiq7JOmEnKpsSyjg&r=cqYlDKiDpcBR53MoabkQKQ&m=a6z6B_cWYWmfHw8xoo_FbxycSXmfWkGZVN_c1YxWo5g&s=H9G0gLITZvGkVtmZrgYWGRVXjwMEf2U32JDy4g6rYg0&e=
http://news.fiu.edu/2016/11/fiu-salutes-our-veterans/106202
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.citigroup.com_citi_citizen_community_citisalutes_&d=AwMFaQ&c=1QsCMERiq7JOmEnKpsSyjg&r=cqYlDKiDpcBR53MoabkQKQ&m=a6z6B_cWYWmfHw8xoo_FbxycSXmfWkGZVN_c1YxWo5g&s=YEE3bq36goEOLSUrZ1hP7LkIClF48rGbZfH6i9jLFYU&e=
http://news.fiu.edu/2016/11/new-program-to-help-fiu-veterans-transition-into-civilian-careers/106187
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The FIU Student Veterans Career and Talent Development Program will help give our 
student veterans the tools they need to transition into civilian careers and educate 
faculty on best practices in supporting student veteransõ learning. The program will also 
show local employ ers how they can benefit from hiring veterans.  
  
Fulbright Program marks 70th anniversary with FIU visit  
 

 
Members of the J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board, officials from the U.S. Department of State Bureau 

of Educational and Cultural Affairs, and Fulbright alumni panelists who shared their Fulbright experiences 
 

During International Education Week, FIU welcomed members of the J. William 

Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board . 
 
During the visit, students and faculty interested in participating in the program were 
able to attend a presentation and panel discussion featuring FIU scholars and students 
who previously par ticipated in the Fulbright program. It is my hope that the attendees 
will follow in their footsteps and pursue the chance to study, teach or conduct research 
abroad! 
  
Earlier this year, the U.S. Department of State recognized FIU as a top producer of 

Fulbright U.S. Scholars for 2015 -16. Our prospects for 2016-17 look promising and I 
hope to share more news on this soon! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://news.fiu.edu/2016/11/fulbright-program-marks-70th-anniversary-with-fiu-visit/106533
https://news.fiu.edu/2016/11/fulbright-program-marks-70th-anniversary-with-fiu-visit/106533
http://news.fiu.edu/2016/03/fiu-top-producer-of-fulbright-u-s-scholars/97920
http://news.fiu.edu/2016/03/fiu-top-producer-of-fulbright-u-s-scholars/97920

